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National Resource Center on Domestic Violence 

www.nrcdv.org 

Sexual Harassment/Assault Prevention and Response (SHARP) Program 

www.preventsexualassault.army.mil 

Military One Source  

Real Help...Anytime, Anywhere...24/7/365 

Stateside: 1-800-342-9647, or Overseas Collect: 1-484-530-5908 



 THE COMMAND POST 
BY COL SCOTTIE D. CARPENTER, COMMANDER 
143RD SUSTAINMENT COMMAND (EXPEDITIONARY) ARC2 

      

The killer virus Novel Influenza 
A (H1N1) sometimes referred as 
“Swine flu” has changed the perspec-
tive of this year’s annual flu season 
by adding the threat of a influenza 
pandemic that could effect readiness 
of the Army at all levels. 

According to the Centers of Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, an in-
fluenza pandemic is a worldwide out-
break of a flu disease that occurs 
when a new type of influenza virus 
appears. The virus can cause serious 
illness because people do not have 
immunity to the disease. 

The Department of Defense 
(DoD) states during any influenza 
pandemic: to preserve combat capa-
bilities, readiness, prevent infections, 
save lives, and reduce human suffer-
ing for all service members and their 
families. 

This year all military personnel 
will receive the H1N1 2009 vaccine 
by DoD and will be available to fam-
ily members who want it too. 

Take this virus seriously, every 
year an estimate of 36,000 people die 
from influenza (flu) and H1N1 
threatens to add to this estimate. I 
recommend for all leaders and NCOs 
to take some time to educate yourself 
on this virus. Inform your Soldiers 
and take precautious measures to 

mitigate possible spread of this virus. 
Here are some basic actions to 

help prevent spread of infection: 
 

 Hand washing with soap and 
warm water. Cold water is not as 
effective for killing germs. If soap 
and water are not available, use 
an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

 
 Use a tissue to cover your nose 

and mouth when you cough or 
sneeze, or cough or sneeze into 
your elbow/sleeve rather than 
your hand. 

 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or 

mouth. 
 
 Avoid close contact with people 

who are sick. 
 
 Those with flu-like symptoms 

should stay home from work, 
school and social gatherings. 
 
Let’s set the example by follow-

ing these basic steps. Let’s educate 
our Soldiers on H1N1 and prevent 
this from effecting our readiness and 
our mission. Listed below are more 
facts on this deadly virus. 

*The Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 
is the lead federal agency for 
NOVEL INFLUENZA A 
(H1N1) 2009 flu prepared-
ness. 

*The Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) is the 
lead federal agency for re-
sponse within the United 
States. 

*American military medicine 
has led the world in emerging 
infectious disease surveil-
lance, response and care.   
These are national assets 
and they represent a capabil-
ity that does not exist any-
where else.   

*DoD established a medical 
WATCHBOARD that can be 
accessed through the internet 
( h t t p : / / w w w . d o d . m i l /
pandemicflu). 

*DoD has purchased 2.7 
million doses of the vaccine. 

*Federal health officials 
have said worst-case sce-
nario, 90,000 people could 
die from swine flu this sea-
son.  

*This virus was originally 
referred to as “swine flu” be-
cause laboratory testing 
showed that many of the 
genes in this new virus were 
very similar to influenza vi-
ruses that normally occur in 

pigs (swine) in North Amer-
ica.  

*Flu viruses are spread 
mainly from person to person 
through coughing or sneezing 
by people with influenza. 
Sometimes people may be-
come infected by touching 
something – such as a sur-
face or object – with flu vi-
ruses on it and then touching 
their mouth or nose. 

*Symptoms include fever, 
cough, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose, body aches, 
headache, chills and fatigue. 
A significant number of peo-
ple who have been infected 
with this virus also have re-

ported diarrhea and vomiting. 
Severe illnesses and death 
has occurred as a result of 
illness associated with this 
virus.  

*Avoid "Swine flu parties".   
These gatherings during 
which people have close con-
tact with a person who has 
H1N1 in order to become 
infected with the virus. The 
intent of these parties is for a 
person to become infected 
with what for many people 
has been a mild disease, in 
the hope of having natural 
immunity that might circulate 
later and cause more severe 
disease.  

Front Cover Photo:  There are seven posters 
for the 2009 Domestic Abuse Prevention 
Month campaign. Together they show the 
meaning of L_D_R_S_H_I_P for domestic 
abuse prevention in every community.  

Got News? 

If you are a Soldier who has been promoted, 
decorated or reached a significant milestone 
in your Army Reserve career, or if you are a 
leader who has Soldiers who have earned 
any of the aforementioned achievements, 
sharing your story with the public is just a click 
away. Complete a Hometown News Release 
form online.  

VOLUME 3 ,  ISSUE 10 ESC TODAY PAGE 2 

http://www.dod.mil/pandemicflu�
http://www.dod.mil/pandemicflu�
http://www.dod.mil/pandemicflu�
http://www.dod.mil/pandemicflu�


ESC TodayESC TodayESC Today   
   
 

     
   Commander, ARC2 
     143rd Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) 
      Col. Scottie D. Carpenter  
 
     Public Affairs Officer/Editor 
     Staff Sgt. Rauel A. Tirado 
 
     Command Sgt. Major 
     Command Sgt. Maj. James Weaver 

PAGE 3 ESC TODAY VOLUME 3 ,  ISSUE 10 

ESC Today is the monthly command information magazine of the 143rd 
Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) and is an authorized publication 
for members of the Department of Defense, according to provisions in Army 
Regulation 360-1. The opinions and views expressed in ESC Today are not 
necessarily official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Defense 
Department, Department of the Army or the headquarters, 143rd ESC. The 
editorial content of this publication is the responsibility of the 143rd Sus-
tainment Command (Expeditionary) public affairs officer. This publication 
is written, edited, and published by the public affairs office of the 143rd 
ESC, 9500 Armed Forces Reserve Dr., Orlando, Fla. 32827.  Submit com-
ments to: Rauel.Tirado@usar.army.mil or call 800-221-9401 ext. 1132. Send 
editorial and photographic submissions to: Rauel.Tirado@usar.army.mil. 
This newsletter and past issues are available on the 143rd ESC’s AKO page, 
PAO section: https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/358718 and also posted on 
www.armyreserve.army.mil/143esc in the News section. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
BY COMMAND SGT. MAJ. JAMES WEAVER 
143RD SUSTAINMENT COMMAND (EXPEDITIONARY) ARC2 

 October is Domestic Abuse Prevention 
month in the Army. On the front cover of 
the ESC Today is the one of seven post-
ers from the 2009 Domestic Abuse Pre-
vention month campaign for the Army. 
The poster shows the meaning of 
L_D_R_S_H_P using the Army values to 
show awareness and help with domestic 
abuse prevention. 

 Army leadership at all levels must be 
fully committed by investing in the 
health and mission preparedness of our 
Soldiers and Families. Domestic Abuse 
undermines that commitment. 

 As leaders, we must be committed to 
emphasizing prevention, assuring that 
victims of domestic abuse are protected 
through a combination of reporting op-
tions and multiple sources of support 
and intervention. Hold offenders respon-
sible through treatment and administra-
tive action for those who continue to 
abuse. 

 When it comes to Domestic Abuse, the 
entire Army Family should reflect on the 
Army values of Duty, Honor, Integrity 
and Personal Courage. As leaders, we 
have the power to change the climate 
around domest ic  abuse .  When 
“bystanders” recognize the signs of do-
mestic abuse they should willingly as-
sume responsibility and take actions to 

prevent abuse before it occurs. 
 “Doing nothing” is the only wrong 

choice. “The Right Choice” is to do some-
thing positive to end ongoing abuse and 
to prevent abuse from happening in the 
first place. Each person can lead from 
the front. 

 Everyone can make a difference. Every 
positive action helps to change the cli-
mate. 
 Recognize the signs of  Domestic 

Abuse 
 Acknowledge that interpersonal 

violence is always wrong 
 Refer to the places where help is 

available 
 Lead from the front 
 Reach out TO help 
 Reach out FOR help 
 Take advantage of the many Fam-

ily services and programs 
 Reach out to support victims 
 Hold offenders accountable 
 Do everything you can to create a 

climate of safety and respect 
 
 The key to effective prevention is a 

commitment from everyone to watch out 
for one another and intervene. Visit the 
sites on the front page for more informa-
tion. 

 
Domestic violence happens in military 
families of all ranks and ages. In most 
cases, husbands abuse wives. But the 
reverse is also true 

 
Criminal conviction of even a misdemeanor involving domestic violence can end a service mem-
ber's military career. The 1996 Lautenberg Amendment to the Gun Control Act of 1968 makes it 
unlawful for anyone who has been convicted of a misdemeanor of domestic violence to possess 

firearms. The law applies to law enforcement officers and military personnel. 
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WASHINGTON– All military 
personnel will be vaccinated 
against the H1N1 flu virus, and 
the vaccine will be available to all 
military family members who 
want it, said a Defense Depart-
ment health affairs official.  

The H1N1 vaccination pro-
gram will begin in early October, 
said Army Lt. Col. (Dr.) Wayne 
Hachey, director of preventive 
medicine for Defense Department 
health affairs.  

The vaccine, which has been 
licensed by the Food and Drug 
Administration, will be mandatory 
for uniformed personnel, the colo-
nel said. “What we want to do is 
target those people who are at 
highest risk for transmission,” he 
said.  

Health-care workers, deploy-
ing troops, those serving on ships 
and submarines, and new acces-
sions are at the top of the list. 
“Any place where we take a lot of 
people, squash them all together 
and get them nice and close and 
put them under stressful condi-
tions will get the vaccine first,” he 
said.  

The department will use the 
usual seasonal flu vaccine distri-
bution chain for the H1N1, 
Hachey said, noting that while the 
mass H1N1 vaccinations are new 
to the general population, the 
process for vaccinating against 
seasonal flu is old hat for the De-
fense Department. “We’ve been 
doing this for decades,” the colonel 
said. “The system is tried and 
true.”  

The department initially will 
receive 1 million doses of the 
H1N1 vaccine, and another 1.7 
million doses later in October.  

Officials don’t know yet 
whether people will need one dose 
or two, Hachey said. “The assump-
tion right now is that people will 
need two doses, 21 days apart,” he 
said. “That may change.”  

FDA officials still are study-
ing H1N1 and the vaccine, and 

the results should be known by 
the end of the month.  

Seasonal flu vaccine already 
is available, and the Defense De-
partment will begin giving those 
shots shortly, Hachey said. “That 
has been our message to immuniz-
ers: to try and get as many people 
as they can immunized against 
the seasonal flu early,” he said.  

Guidelines for giving priority 
to family members will follow 
those for the general population, 
Hachey said. The Department of 
Health and Human Services is 
buying millions of doses of the 
vaccine.  

“Installations are going to 
register with each state as an im-
munizer,” Hachey said. “They will 
tell how many people they care 
for. This includes dependents, 
retirees and so on.”  

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol will place the order and will 
ship the vaccine where needed. 
Family members will have multi-
ple opportunities to get the vac-
cine, whether at Defense Depart-
ment medical facilities or off post, 
Hachey said.  

The CDC has established 
target groups for those at greatest 
risk for transmitting or being af-
fected by the H1N1. They include 
pregnant women, health-care 
workers, those younger than 25 or 
older than 65, and those with pre-
existing health conditions.  

Hachey said previous plans 
are serving the Defense Depart-
ment well. “We have been prepar-
ing for pandemic flu because of its 
potential impact on the mission,” 
he said. 

The symptoms of the H1N1 
flu are almost the same as the 
seasonal flu: fever, sore throat, 
runny nose, nausea, muscle aches 
and feeling rundown. The 2009 
H1N1 virus – formerly known as 
swine flu – is a pandemic virus, 
according to the World Health 
Organization. U.S. officials call 
the virus “troubling” and urge 
communities across the United 
States to take actions to mitigate 
the effects of it. The federal gov-
ernment is urging states and mu-
nicipalities to begin preparing 
now for the fall flu season.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Defense Department to Start H1N1 Flu Vaccinations 
By Jim Garamone 
American Forces Press Service 

Spc. Laurie Choate, health care specialist, U.S. Army, Pacific Special Troops Battal-
ion, immunizes Sgt. Michael Starnes, USARPAC STB, against influenza. (Photo by 
Sgt. Angela Gilmore) 
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President Barack Obama 
addressed the H1N1 pandemic 
following a White House meet-
ing.  

“As I said when we saw the 
first cases of this virus back in 
the spring, I don’t want anybody 
to be alarmed, but I do want eve-
rybody to be prepared,” he said. 
“We know that we usually get a 
second, larger wave of these flu 
viruses in the fall, and so re-
sponse plans have been put in 
place across all levels of govern-
ment.”  

But government cannot do 
it all, and the American people 
have a responsibility to stop the 
spread of the disease, Obama said. 
“We need families and businesses 
to ensure that they have plans in 
place if a family member, a child or 

a co-worker contracts the flu and 
needs to stay home,” he said. 

“And most importantly, we 
need everyone to get informed 
about individual risk factors, and 
we need everyone to take the com-

mon-sense steps that we know can 
make a difference,” the president 
said. “Stay home if you're sick. 
Wash your hands frequently. 
Cover your sneezes with your 
sleeve, not your hands. And take 
all the necessary precautions to 
stay healthy. I know it sounds 
simple, but it's important and it 
works.”  

The H1N1 is a never-before-
seen combination of human, swine 
and avian flu viruses, officials 
said. First detected in Mexico in 
February, it quickly spread 
around the world. According to 
July WHO statistics, there have 
been 94,512 H1N1 cases world-
wide, and 429 people have died 

from it. In the United States, 
33,902 contracted H1N1, and 170 
have died.  

(Continued from page 4) 

 Defense Department to Start H1N1 Flu Vaccinations 

The image above is the newly identified H1N1 influ-
enza virus taken in the CDC Influenza Laboratory. 
(Courtesy Photo by CDC) 
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KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghani-
stan – The war in Afghanistan is a 
joint effort between nations to restore 
the country’s stability and peace. U.S. 
troops have the chance to work and 
train side by side with their armed 
forces counterparts in the war against 
terrorism. 

 Joint Sustainment Command-
Afghanistan Soldiers provided Austra-
lian troops the opportunity to practice 
firing the F88 Austeyr, a 5.56 mm 
assault rifle. JSC-A provided support 
for most of the month of August, 
which allowed for most of the Austra-
lian Soldiers here on KAF the oppor-
tunity to fire their weapon 

 “Your facilities provide us the 
opportunity to stay current on our 
weapons,” said Australian Maj. David 
Nathan, the force support unit com-
mander from Melbourne, Australia. 

 The Australians had limited 
access to range facilities here at Kan-
dahar Airfield. JSC-A was willing to 
help their comrades in arms. They not 
only provided the Australians access 

to a range but also range personnel. It 
was a chance for JSC-A Soldiers to 
receive training on how to organize 
and operate a range by fulfilling range 
personnel roles. 

 “We were able to interact with 
the Australians,” said U.S. Staff Sgt. 
Davis Tademy, the 143d Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Company 
maintenance noncommissioned officer 
in charge. “[We] learn their range 
commands and familiarize ourselves 
with their weapon.” 

 The Australian troops informed 
the JSC-A Soldiers about the F88 
Austeyr capabilities before heading 
out to the range. At the end of the 
day, the Australian Soldiers showed 
their appreciation for the U.S. Sol-
diers’ help by allowing them to fire 
the weapon. Each Australian Soldier 
partnered up with his U.S. counter-
part as they coached them on how to 
properly fire the lighter weapon in 
comparison to the M-16 assault rifle.  

Other differences Soldiers had to 
overcome were the firearm configura-

tion and two stage trigger. Unlike the 
M-16 assault rifle, the F88 Austeyr’s 
bolt action and magazine are located 
behind the trigger. The two stage trig-
ger was something new to many of the 
Soldiers. The two stage trigger al-
lowed Soldiers to fire semi-automatic 
by pulling the trigger halfway and fire 
fully automatic by pulling the trigger 
all the way to rear. 

 “Learning a new weapon system 
is essential to a Soldier, especially 
with us being in a coalition environ-
ment,” said U.S. Spc. Dawn-Noel P. 
Dunbar, a JSC-A ammo specialist 
from Christmas, Florida. 

 The Australian army tries to fire 
their weapon once every three 
months, according to Nathan. 

 “We will love to have a go on 
your weapons,” said Nathan.   

 The JSC-A will be open to more 
chances to work with their coalition 
partners, according to Tademy. It was 
an opportunity to build a relationship 
between two armies fighting together 
in Afghanistan.  

JSC-A Soldiers train with Australian Troops 
By Staff Sgt. Marcos Alices 
Joint Sustainment Command-Afghanistan—Public Affairs Office 
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Australian Maj. David Nathan, the force support unit commander from Melbourne, Australia, coaches his U.S. 
counterpart Spc. Dawn-Noel P. Dunbar, a Joint Sustainment Command-Afghanistan ammunition specialist from 
Christmas, Fla., on how to properly fire the F88 Austeyr, a 5.56 mm assault rifle. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Marcos 
Alices JSC-A) 
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U.S. Convoy Ambushed, Battles Insurgents for 9 Hours 
By Spc Elisebet Freeburg 
Joint Sustainment Command-Afghanistan—Public Affairs Office 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghani-
stan – Instead of functioning as tradi-
tional fuelers, many Army petroleum 
supply specialists in Afghanistan op-
erate as vehicle gunners and drivers 
for convoys. Insurgents ambushed a 
convoy of 286th Combat Support Sus-
tainment Battalion fuelers, July 29, in 
one of the largest complex attacks 
since 2003.  

The 286th CSSB, a non-combat 
arms element of the Joint Sustain-
ment Command-Afghanistan, moves 
supplies and equipment by convoy to 
forward operating bases, fire bases 
and combat outposts throughout 
Southern Afghanistan.  

The convoy was traveling through 
mountains, July 27, crossing between 
Oruzgan and Kandahar provinces, 
when Soldiers in the fifth mine resis-
tant ambush protected vehicle, called 
Gun Truck Five, noticed an Afghan 
man at the side of the road, filming 
the convoy with a cell phone. They 
seized the cell phone which contained 
footage of insurgents planting road-
side bombs.  

Two days later, their convoy of 22 
vehicles traveled back through the 
area, passing an Afghan national 
army checkpoint when an ANA sol-
dier flagged down their lead MRAP, 
Gun Truck One.  

"He was trying to stop us," said 
Spc. Dana S. Osborne, the Gun Truck 
One driver from Lake Butler, Fla. 
"When he stopped us, he pointed to 
the front of him and made a hand mo-
tion of shooting, you know, in front of 
us."  

After the convoy halted, Gun 
Truck Three drove to the front, so 
their interpreter could speak with the 
ANA soldier. According to the soldier, 
ANA forces had been battling a bat-
talion-sized element of Taliban fight-
ers for hours by a nearby village. The 
convoy's air support, Kiowa helicop-
ters, scouted the hillside but could not 
locate the enemy. The ANA soldier 
indicated the attack was geared to-
ward ANA not American forces.  

"We all agreed to continue the mis-
sion, because that was our mission," 
said Pfc. Jose L. Garcia, the Gun 

Truck Two gunner from Chicago, Ill.  
Since the confiscated cell phone 

indicated roadside bombs in the area, 
the Kiowas flew over their proposed 
route and noticed possible improvised 
explosive devices. The convoy pro-
ceeded cautiously.  

Pfc. Jeffrey Wiedel, the Gun Truck 
One gunner from Killeen, Texas, no-
ticed several holes in the ground 
ahead, and the convoy moved forward, 
carefully avoiding the supposed IEDs. 
Soldiers noticed a green cell phone 
lying in one of the holes.  

"We knew it was some kind of de-
coy or something like that," said Gar-
cia. "Because they know we got 
[electronic countermeasures]."  

Most military vehicles carry ECM 
devices to jam radio signals that deto-
nate explosives from a distance. Tra-
ditionally, cell phones are used to 
detonate remote controlled IEDs.  

Soon after, a military cargo truck, 
called a palletized loading system, 

and two wreckers in the rear hit road-
side bombs almost simultaneously.  

The convoy began to receive small-
arms and rocket propelled grenade 
fire. Since the damaged trucks could 
still drive, the convoy continued, 
pushing through the immediate area 
of attack, or kill zone. Gun Truck One 
rounded a bend and arrived at a choke 
point surrounded by mountains to 
their right and front. On the left, en-
emy fire hit them from woods in a 
dried-up creek bed.  

"At that point, Wiedel, the gunner 
for Gun Truck One, pointed at some-
thing up in the mountains," said Gar-
cia. "I was looking at him, he turned 
his turret to face forward, and that's 
when they blew up."  

The explosion threw Gun Truck 
One about 15 feet to the side of the 
trail, blew their weapons out of the 
gun turret and completely disabled 
the vehicle and all communication 
systems.  

Gun Truck Two and Four sur-
rounded the disabled vehicle and laid 
down suppressive fire, while Gun 
Truck Three rescued the Soldiers.  

The injured Soldiers exited Gun 
Truck One through the driver's door, 
the only operable door. A medical 
evacuation helicopter with Air Force 
pararescuemen arrived shortly after 
to evacuate Osborne, Wiedel and Sgt. 
Mario E. Saenz, the Gun Truck One 
truck commander. Although in pain, 
the Gun Truck One assistant gunner, 
Spc. Alfredo Rodriguez, remained 
with the convoy to fight the enemy.  

"We had rounds flying right by our 
heads and by our feet—maybe six 
inches off, everywhere—when we 
were running to the medevac, and it's 
a miracle that nobody got killed," said 
Wiedel. "It's a miracle."  

Osborne and Wiedel had both re-
moved their body armor because of 
possible injuries. The convoy com-
mander and Gun Truck Three's truck 
commander from Vallejo, Calif., 1st 
Lt. Tamara A. Da Silva, along with 
Gun Truck Three's driver, Pfc. Devin 
Chapman, shielded Osborne and 
Wiedel with their bodies as they ran 

(Continued on page 19) 

286th Combat Support Sustainment Bat-
talion fuelers, Spc. Dana S. Osborne from 
Lake Butler, Fla., Pfc. Jeffrey Wiedel from 
Killeen, Texas and Pfc. Jose L. Garcia 
from Chicago, Ill., were each awarded the 
Purple Heart Medal , Aug. 3, for injuries 
sustained when their convoy was am-
bushed, July 29, in one of the largest 
complex attacks since 2003. (Photo by 
Spc. Elisebet Freeburg) 
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Ceremonies Mark Eighth Anniversary of 911 

President Barack Obama, 
accompanied by Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates, 
right, and Joint Chiefs Chair-
man Adm. Michael Mullen, 
center, speaks during a rain-
soaked ceremony at the 
Pentagon, Friday, Sept. 11, 
2009, honoring those who 
perished in the 2001 terror 
attack at the Pentagon. (AP 
Photo) 

Standing in a steady rain, 
President Barack Obama 
bows his head as he lays 
a wreath at the Pentagon 
Memorial, marking the 
eighth anniversary of the 
Sept. 11 attacks, Friday, 
Sept. 11, 2009, in Wash-
ington.  (AP Photo)  

As the mournful sound of “Taps” 
fades to silence, Staff Sgt. Carmen 
E. Ayala-Cruz, the Joint Sustain-
ment Command-Afghanistan hu-
man resources operations non-
commissioned officer in charge, 
salutes in memory of those killed 
during the 9/11 terrorist attacks 
against the World Trade Center.
 Servicemembers of JSC-A and 
135th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command along with 30th Naval 
Construction Regiment Sailors 
honored the fallen during a Sept. 
11, ceremony in Kandahar Airfield, 
, Afghanistan. (Photo by Spc. Elise-
bet Freeburg, JSC-A Public Affairs 
Office)  
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Brig. Gen. Daniel I. Schultz, 
Joint Sustainment Command-
Afghanistan commanding gen-
eral, addresses Soldiers and 
Sailors during a joint-service 
memorial ceremony Sept. 11 in 
Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. 
Servicemembers of JSC-A and 
143rd Expeditionary Sustain-
ment Command along with 30th 
Naval Construction Regiment 
Sailors met in honor of those 
killed during the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks against the World 
Trade Center. (Photo by Spc. 
Elisebet Freeburg, JSC-A Pub-
lic Affairs Office)  

 

Army reservist Sgt. First Class 
Aaron Hanson, Headquarters 
Company 143rd Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command, raises 
the U.S. Flag to half-staff, while 
Marine reservist Cpl. Shawn 
Campbell, 6th Motor Transport 
Battalion, renders salute during 
a 911 Remembrance Ceremony 
at the 1st Lt. David R. Wilson 
Armed Forces Reserve Center in 
Orlando, Fla., Sept. 11. (Photo 
by Staff Sgt. Rauel Tirado, 143rd 
ESC) 

A joint U.S. Armed Forces 
Reserve formation consisting 
of Army, Navy and Marines 
reservists stand at attention 
during a 911 Remembrance 
Ceremony at the 1st Lt. David 
R. Wilson Armed Forces Re-
serve Center in Orlando, Fla. 
Sept. 11. (Photo by Staff Sgt. 
Rauel Tirado, 143rd ESC) 

Ceremonies Mark Eighth Anniversary of 911 
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As of October 1st, 2009 the 143rd Expeditionary Sustainment Command will realign under 
the 377th Theater Sustainment Command. Here is some data on the 377th TSC.  

Vision  

The Premier U.S. Army TSC that generates and projects combat sustainment Power and Leaders in support 
of Full Spectrum Operations Anytime, Anywhere! 

Mission 

 The 377th Theater Sustainment Command (TSC) provides command and control to the 103rd Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command (ESC), 316th ESC, 4th ESC, 310th ESC, 143rd ESC, the Deployment Support Com-

mand (DSC) and the Army Reserve Sustainment Command (ARSC). 

 Provides trained and ready units and individuals in support of Overseas Contingency Operations 
and other contingency operations. 

 Serves as the TSC headquarters theater committed to U.S. SOUTHCOM, engage in training op-
portunities and theater engagement activities.  Be prepared to mobilize and deploy HQ, 377th 
TSC in support of operational contingencies.  Our priority effort is to U.S. Army South. 

377th Theater Sustainment Command 

377th TSC History and Background 

The unit was activated in New Orleans, LA, in November of 1948 as the 377th Transportation Major Port. 

         Redesignations 

377th Support Brigade, 11 May 1966, New Orleans, LA 
377th Corps Support Command, 19 October 1979 
377th Theater Army Area Support Command, 16 July 1981 
377th Theater Support Command, 19 October 2000 
377th Theater Sustainment Command, 16 September 2007 
 

Unit Patch: The supply and services and maintenance elements of the organization are represented by the 
two red chevrons and the arrowheads refer to the combat units which the organization supports. The shoulder 
sleeve insignia was originally approved for the 377th Support Brigade on 11 MAY 1966.  It was redesignated 
for the 377th Corps Support Command in OCT 1979.  It was redesignated for the 377th Support Command 
(Theater Army Area) effective JUL 1981.  The insignia was redesignated with the description updated for the 
377th Support Command on 19 OCT 2000.  It was redesignated effective 16 SEP 2007 for the 377th Sustain-
ment Command. 

Unit Crest:  The “Y” frame or brace is used to refer to the organization’s basic mission of support, and is also 
a symbol of coordinated strength equally distributed.  The two seven pointed stars allude to the Combat Sup-
port Theater Army Reorganization (COSTAR) nature and function of the unit.  The distinctive unit insignia 
was originally approved for the 377th Support Brigade on 23 FEB 1967 with redesignations in 1979, 1981 and 
2000.  The current insignia was redesignated effective 16 SEP 2007 for the 377th Sustainment Command. 
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ARSC DSC 

377th TSC Geographic Locations (40 States)  
(Supported by the 4 USARC RSC’s) 

 377th TSC Headquarters, Belle Chasse, LA      

 4th ESC, San Antonio, TX 

 316th ESC, Coraopolis, PA 

 310th ESC, Indianapolis, IN 

 103rd ESC, Des Moines, IA 

 143rd ESC, Orlando, FL 

 DSC and ARSC, Birmingham, AL 

 
377th TSC is one of five TSCs in the U.S. Army with over 43,000 authorized personnel  

 
 377th TSC KEY Exercises FY10 

Port Operations Support, Golden Cargo, Silver Scimitar, Diamond Saber, QLLEX, Pacific Warrior, CSTX 
 

      Worldwide Deployments (AS OF SEP 09) – 377th TSC currently has over 9500 personnel deployed/
mobilized worldwide. 

              CONUS:  over 450 personnel  
              OCONUS:  over 9000 personnel  
                                    OIF: over 7800personnel  
                                    OEF: over 400personnel  

 



Two New Units activate under the 642nd RSG 
By Sgt. Brent Powell 
204th Public Affairs Detachment  
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PANAMA CITY, Fla. - 
Two Army Reserve units 
took a step forward into 
history here recently dur-
ing an official ceremony 
welcoming them into the 
Army ranks. 

 The two units, the 
309th Transportation 
Detachment and the 
334th Transportation 
Detachment were offi-
cially activated during 
the ceremony and will be 
responsible for managing 
the flow of equipment 
and materials within a 
theater of operations 
such as Iraq or Afghani-
stan. 

 Each of the newly 
formed units is tasked 
with a specific mission 
and responsibility. 

 The 309th Trans-
portation Detachment, 
Transportation Team 
will operate a trailer 
transfer point (TTP) to 
support both line and 
local haul motor transport operations.  The team will re-
ceive, segregate, assemble and dispatch semi-trailers for 
convoys around the clock.  

 The unit also has a maintenance section which will 
provide maintenance to it's wheeled vehicles and emer-
gency maintenance for up to 10 percent of transit vehicles 
within it's area of operations.   

The 334th Transportation Detachment consists of 
two automated cargo documentation teams.  

These teams will be utilized at a fixed point, inland 
waterway and logistics over the shore water terminal op-
erations for ocean cargo accounting and documentation 
data processing on a 24-hour-basis.   

 "Both of these units were specifically designed and 
put together just to meet the critical needs of the modern 
army," said Col. Mark Palzer, Group Commander, 642nd 
Regional Support Group, from Decatur, GA. "As we trans-
form and continue to work with the new structuring of the 
Army, it's units like these that have a much greater place 
now than they ever have before." 

 More than 50 Soldiers, civilians and media personnel 
were on hand to witness the historic event. 

 The ceremony began with the formation of the 
troops, the playing of the National Anthem and the invo-
cation.   

Next the unit's guidon's were ceremoniously uncased 

for the first time by Col. Palzer. 
 Once the guidons were uncased and positioned in 

front of the unit's formations, the commander's addressed 
the crowd.  

  "I believe the reason why these two units are being 
stood up is a direct result of the attacks on 9/11," said 
LtCol. Jeffrey Sims, Battalion Commander, 828th Trans-
portation Battalion, from Livingston, AL.  "We as an 
Army have now realized better ways of performing our 
mission, and alot of it is because we need to operate with 
smaller units like these." 

 Palzer concluded his remarks with words or encour-
agment.  "Both of these units are critical to the future 
operations of the Army," said Palzer.  "It's a great deal for 
all of us to have you on board.  You have a great future 
ahead of you, but it's going to take a lot of work.  This is 
where it all starts as you move forward and do great 
things for the Army." 

Col. Mark Palzer, Group Commander, 642nd Regional Support Group presents the 334th Transportation 
Detachment's guidon to Command Sergeant Major Kilgore who carefully uncases it as Lt.Col. Jeffrey Sims, 
Battalion Commander, 828th Transportation Battalion looks on.  The official activation ceremony took place 
in Panama City, FL., recently and welcomed both the 334th Transportation Detachment and the 309th 
Transportation Detachment into the Army ranks. (Photo by Sgt. Brent Powell) 

Job Opportunities 
Check Online 

www.usajobs.gov 
www.cpol.army.mil 
www.govjobs.com 
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207th RSG Recognizes Audie Murphy Club Inductee  

FORT JACKSON, 
S.C. -- The 207th Re-
gional Support Group 
recognized a Soldier on 
Sept. 26 for being in-
ducted into the Ser-
geant Audie Murphy 
Club. 

Staff Sgt. Jeffery 
P. Kelly spent countless 
hours for 8 months 
studying for the Audie 
Murphy board.  He 
went to four boards be-
fore finishing his jour-
ney and receiving his 
award. 

“The history of Ser-
geant Audie Murphy 
inspires me to be a bet-
ter leader,” said Kelly, 
a training NCO for the 
310th Human Resource 
Sustainment Com-
mand. He also said that 
he couldn’t do it with 
out the support of his 
family. 

The commander of 
the 207th Regional Sup-
port Group, Col. James 
H. Griffiths, told Kelly that his “challenge today is 
to help someone else and assist them in their jour-
ney.” He also said to Kelly that “you are the back-
bone of the Army and you are the noncommissioned 
officer.” 

The command sergeant 
major of the 207th Re-
gional Support Group, 
Command Sgt. Maj. 
Eddie L. Hilliard, told 
Kelly and other current 
and future NCOs, “work 
hard and take care of all 
your Soldiers.” 
The Sergeant Audie Mur-
phy Club recognizes non-
commissioned officers 
who have exemplified the 
standards for leadership 
and excellence. Murphy 
was a legend in his time. 
He was a war hero, song 
writer, actor, and poet.  
He earned a battlefield 
commission during World 
War II for his courage 
and leadership ability 
and citations and decora-
tions including every 
medal for valor that 
America gives. He is the 
most highly decorated 
Soldier in American his-
tory. 
Kelly attended basic 
training at Fort Sill, OK.  

He has served in the Army Reserve for 10 years.  
Kelly deployed with the 846th Transportation Com-
pany in March 2008 and returned in January 2009 
due to an injury sustained in combat. 

Staff Sgt. Jeffery P. Kelly, from the 310th HRSC, wears his 
Audie Murphy Medal. He is a member  of an exclusive pres-
tigious NCO club exemplify the standards of leadership and 
excellence. 

Audie Leon Murphy, son of poor Texas sharecroppers, rose to national fame as 
the most decorated U.S. combat soldier of World War II. Among his 33 awards 
and decorations was the Medal of Honor, the highest military award for bravery 
that can be given to any individual in the United States of America, for 
"conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty." He also received every decoration for valor that his country had to 
offer, some of them more than once, including 5 decorations by France and Bel-
gium. Credited with either killing over 240 of the enemy while wounding and cap-
turing many others, he became a legend within the 3rd Infantry Division. Begin-
ning his service as an Army Private, Audie quickly rose to the enlisted rank of 
Staff Sergeant, was given a "battle field" commission as 2nd Lieutenant, was 
wounded three times, fought in 9 major campaigns across the European Thea-
ter, and survived the war. 
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Army Reserve Soldier receives Soldier’s Medal for Actions in Fatal UH-60 Accident  

By Staff Sgt. Todd Pruden 
372nd MPAD, Nashville, Tenn. 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – An Army Re-
serve Soldier was awarded the Sol-
dier’s Medal at the Sheridan Down-
town Hotel here Sept. 13 for his ac-
tions involving a helicopter  accident. 

 Capt. Sam L. Wigley, platoon 
leader for C Company, 1-158th 
(Attack) Aviation Battalion, from 
Colmesneil, Texas, was awarded the 
Soldier’s Medal at a ceremony during 
a conference for the 11th Aviation 
Command for his acts during a fatal 
accident involving a UH-60 Black-
hawk helicopter while on duty as a 
civilian contractor with the Texas 
A&M University ROTC for a winter 
field training exercise. 

 According to the narrative that 
accompanied the award, a Texas 
Army National Guard helicopter, de-
parting the staging area at the Uni-
versity and bound for Camp Swift, 
Texas, climbed to approximately 150 
feet, began to spin out of control and 
crashed. 

 “When I saw it lose control, I 
knew it was going to come down. And 
I yelled for the cadets to get down,” 
Wigley said. 

 Capt. Wigley said that he fell to 
the ground in e defensive position, 

and instructed is cadets to do the 
same. 

 “After that, I really didn’t think 
about anything. It was just doing,” he 
said. 

 Capt. Wigley said, he then ran 
up to the aircraft, went around to the 
left side of the aircraft and removed 
the pilot, 1st Lt. Ellis Taylor. 

 “He was the one person who was 

looking around and was responsive,” 
said Wigley. 

 The narrative said that he real-
ized the danger of the engines and 
fuel flames from the aircraft. 

 “When I pulled (1st Lt. Taylor) 
out, it gave me access to the power 
controllers and fuel levers. So, I 
pulled those off, turned the battery 
switch off and then came back to him 
to make sure we was OK. 

 Capt. Wigley then went around 
the aircraft and checked on the co-
pilot, who was responsive. He, then, 
went to the rear of the crew compart-
ment of the aircraft to check on the 
crew chief and recognized the Soldier 
was not breathing. He then rendered 
first aid to get the Soldier to start 
breathing on his own. 

 “I then came around and 
checked on Lt. Zachary Cook who was 
in the back. And then I gained situ-
ational control of the cadets who were 
around the area. And then consoli-
dated at the park across the street,” 
said Wigley. 

 Capt. Wigley said it was nice to 
receive the award for his actions, how-
ever, was humble accepting it. 

Big. Gen. Matthew C. Matia, Commander, 
11th Aviation Command, pins the Soldier’s 
Medal on Capt. Sam L. Wigley, platoon 
leader for C Company, 1-158th (Attack) Avia-
tion Battalion. Capt. Wigley received the 
Soldier’s Medal for his actions to aid and 
assist following a helicopter accident. (Photo 
by Staff Sgt. Todd Pruden) 

Texas A&M Black Hawk crash kills 1, injures 4 
By Michelle Tan 
Army Times Staff Writer  
 

One month after receiving his commission, 2nd Lt. Zachary 
Cook, one of the Army’s newest officers, was killed on the same 
campus where he received his degree. 

Cook, 22, of Lufkin, Texas, was in the UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter that crashed Monday in a field on the campus of Texas 
A&M University. Cook, who was planning to be a pilot, received 
his commission on Dec. 12. He was temporarily assigned to the 
university’s ROTC program. 

Four other soldiers, all members of the air crew and the 
Texas National Guard, were injured. 

They are 1st Lt. Ellis W. Taylor, 31, of Buda, Texas; Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Matthew J. Smith, 41, of Leander, Texas; Sgt. 
Richard D. Ravenscraft, 24, of Austin, Texas; and Sgt. Charles C. 
Mitts, 42, of Spring, Texas. 

Cook and the crew had spent the day ferrying the school’s 
ROTC cadets to Camp Swift, a Guard training facility 20 miles 
east of Austin, for a field training exercise, an Army official told 
Army Times. Cook spent the day on the helicopter, repeating the 
30-minute flight to Camp Swift to make sure the ROTC cadets 
made it to the training site, the Army official said. 

The Guard has worked with Texas A&M on this exercise for 
years, providing transportation and related support activities to 
the university, said Col. Bill Meehan, a spokesman for the Texas 
Guard. About 20 aviation soldiers were participating in the exer-

cise, he said. 
All four Guard soldiers involved in the crash have served in 

Iraq, according to the Guard. Ellis, Smith and Mitts deployed 
there from 2006 to 2007, and Ravenscraft served there in 2007 
and 2008. 

Before the crash, the crew was taking off to the local airport 
in College Station to refuel, the Army official said. The helicopter 
lifted off about 100 feet before it began to spin out of control and 
dive to the ground, he said. 

Debris flies in all directions as an Army Black Hawk crashes in a 
field at Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas, on Jan. 12. 
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TAMPA, Fla.-Lt. Col. John E. Horn-
berger assumes command from Lt. 
Col. Daniel L. Ellis of the 387th Trans-
portation Detachment, 143rd Expedi-
tionary Sustainment Command, dur-
ing a Change of Command Ceremony 
on Sept. 12, at the Lovejoy Reserve 
Center in Tampa, Fla. 

 Hornberger takes command of 
the detachment that just recently re-
turned from a yearlong deployment 
from Kuwait in Support of Iraqi Free-
dom. He was already assigned to the 
unit as a transportation officer. Dur-
ing the unit’s deployment, he served 
as the deputy support officer for the 
1st Theater Sustainment Command in 
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait. 

 “I just want to say thank you,” 
as Hornberger speaks to the command 
of the 143rd ESC, the 387th and family 
members during the ceremony. “I 
can’t thank you enough in the confi-
dence you place in me to command the 
387th after such a fine commander in 
Ellis.” 

 “We have proven ourselves 
through Ellis leadership. He stood up 
this unit, defined what our doctrine is, 
and taken us overseas,” says Hornber-
ger. “Now, how can we take it to the 

next level? In the future that’s going 
to be our challenge” 

 Both Hornberger and Ellis have 
known and worked each other for 
many years. They both gave heart-felt 
messages to the Soldiers, family mem-
bers, and each other.  

Each mentioned in their 
speeches that the ceremony is not 
about them, but instead it’s about the 
Soldiers. 

 “Six month ago, we stood right 
here having a Welcome Ceremony for 
our unit,” speaks Ellis. “It was pleas-
ure and an honor serving with all 
you.” 

 Ellis has been the 387th com-
mander since the unit’s activation in 
2006. He was responsible for building 
the unit to strength and readies them 
to deploy within two years. 

 Ellis is extremely proud of his 
Soldiers he has served with. He said, 
everywhere the unit has gone, the 
comments given back to him from 
other unit leaders were that his Sol-
diers are experts in everything they 
do. 

 “It’s a testament to Sgt. Major 
and I on our leadership, as well as our 
incredible Soldiers who got involved 

and care about everything they did,” 
says Ellis. “Absolutely, we were a 
family here, it was very nice.” 

 Ellis also gives credit to his Sgt. 
Major for unit success. He met him a 
few years ago in the hallways of the 
143rd ESC in Orlando, Fla. That en-
counter led to the hiring of his new 
sergeant major. 

 “We hit it off right away,” ex-
plains Sgt. Major Richard Holmes, 
sergeant major of the 387th, when 
they met for the first time. “I can tell 
right away this is a commander I 
want to serve with.” 

 “He’s a team player and has the 
best interest of the Soldiers,” de-
scribes Holmes of Ellis. “As an NCO, 
he’s the type of commander you want. 
He let’s you do your job and looks out 
for the Soldiers.” 

 “Hornberger is going to be great 
asset to the unit,” says Holmes about 
his new commander. “There’s no drop 
off in leadership with him. He has the 
same leadership style. Their both in-
terchangeable. I’m looking forward to 
serving with him.” 
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New Era begins for the 387th Transportation Detachment 

From left to right: Lt. Col. Daniel L. Ellis, outgoing commander of the 387th TC, Lt. Barry Bort, commander of the 
257 BN, Lt. Col. John E. Hornberger, incoming commander of the 387th TC and Sgt. Major Richard Holmes, ser-
geant major of the 387th TC, render salute during the playing of the national anthem. Hornberger assumes com-
mand of the 387th TC during a change of command ceremony on Sept. 12 in Tampa, Fla.  
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Throughout American history, 
duty to country has placed great bur-
dens on service members’ legal obliga-
tions at home. Congress has tradi-
tionally made laws that protect the 
legal interests of Soldiers and Sailors, 
while they are deployed serving their 
country. During the American Civil 
War, the Union, under the leadership 
of Congress, enacted laws that barred 
lawsuits against soldiers and sailors 
that were away fighting in the war. 
The Confederate States enacted simi-
lar statutes to protect soldiers fight-
ing for the Confederacy.  

During World War I, instead of 
barring lawsuits altogether, Congress 
enacted legislation that gave courts 
the ability to resolve cases involving 
service members at war based on 
“equity” principles. In this context, 
equity principles allowed the courts to 
refuse to repossess or foreclose on 
property held by service members 
fighting in the war.  

In 1940, Congress enacted the 
“Soldier’s and Sailor’s Civil Relief 
Act” to protect service members fight-
ing in World War II. This law was 
similar to the law from World War I.  
However, Congress expanded the 
scope of this law compared to its 
predecessors. Congress did not limit 

the “Soldier’s and Sailor’s Civil Relief 
Act” to Soldiers fighting in war, nor 
did they give a date for the law to 
expire. In other words, the 1940 stat-
ute provided continuous protection for 
service members even outside the 
context of war.  

The latest changes to these pro-
tections were made in 2003 with the 
“Servicemembers Civil Relief Act” or 
SCRA.  The purpose of this statute is 
to provide for, strengthen, and expe-
dite the national defense by enabling 
service members of the United States 
to devote their entire energy to the 
defense needs of the Nation; and to 
provide for the temporary suspension 
of judicial and administrative pro-
ceedings and transactions that may 
adversely affect the civil rights of 
service members during their mili-
tary service. 

SCRA provides protections for 
Soldiers and Sailors for their legal 
obligations to rent, installment con-
tracts, mortgages, liens, assignments, 
leases, life insurance, and of course 
taxes.  Perhaps the most popular pro-
tection, and the most widely known is 
terminating lease agreements.  A 
service member that enters into a 
residential lease agreement before 
being called into active duty may ter-

minate their residential lease. Like-
wise, an individual on active duty 
that is called to another permanent 
duty station may terminate their resi-
dential lease agreement. This federal 
law provides the same protections for 
automobile leases and business prop-
erty leases.  

To activate these protections, 
the service member must provide 
written notice of their intent to termi-
nate the lease and a copy of their 
military orders to the lessor.  The 
statute also provides reasonable pro-
tections for the lessors, because in the 
case of monthly rent agreements, the 
termination of the lease does not be-
come effective until 30 days after the 
next rental payment is due. This 
means that the service member will 
have to pay another month of rent 
before the lease ends. For example, if 

(Continued on page 17) 

Civil Protections for the Citizen Soldier 
By 2nd Lt. Hillra C. Outlaw 
143rd Sustainment Command (Expeditionary)  

 

Thinking about using drugs?   

Think again!   

Since January 2009, 296 Soldiers from the 
143rd ESC have tested positive for drug use. 
The 143rd ESC has a proactive drug de‐
mand reduction program.  

Is drug use worth the risk to your health and 
career?  
**Data as of September 2009 
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rent is due on the first of the month, 
and the renter gives notice on 15 Au-
gust, Private Snuffy will have to pay 
September rent, and the lease is ter-
minated on 1 October. This is reason-
able for business and gives lessors 
time to find a new renter.  

The federal law also protects the 
service member’s mortgage rights.  
Where a mortgage agreement is cre-
ated before the service obligation that 
interferes with the obligation to pay, 
this law makes it a misdemeanor to 
foreclose, sell, or seize property held 
under such a mortgage agreement 
without a court order. An individual 
that forecloses, sells, or seizes prop-
erty in violation of this law faces a 

federal fine and imprisonment not to 
exceed 1 year.  

SCRA even postpones legal obli-
gations to the Federal and State gov-
ernments for taxes. Similar to mort-
gage protections, property may not be 
sold to enforce tax assessment, while 
the service member’s military obliga-
tion materially affects his or her obli-
gation to pay those taxes. Further-
more, this provision caps interest 
accrued on unpaid taxes at 6% per 
year.  

It is important to note that 
SCRA does not give service men and 
women free reign to enter into legal 
obligations with the intent to never 
fulfill those obligations and avoid 
paying their bills. Each service mem-
ber should maintain clean hands 

when entering into contracts by pre-
paring to fulfill all legal obligations 
from the beginning. In all of these 
protections, service members are not 
completely relieved of their legal obli-
gations. Most of these protections 
merely provide a moratorium, or 
freeze, on these obligations so that 
the welfare of the nation takes prece-
dence over leases, mortgages, and 
other types of legal agreements.  

If you feel your rights have been 
denied or you have any questions re-
garding SCRA, call Employer Support 
for the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) at 
800-336-4590.  Legal assistance is 
also provided by the Legal Support 
Organization (LSO) serving your 
state.  That number can be provided 
by your unit’s JAG office.     

(Continued from page 16) 

SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT 
Public Law 108-189 view link below 

 
http://www.defenselink.mil/ra/mobil/pdf/scra.pdf 

 
If after reading this article and feel you need assistance with this kind of issue you can contact 

your legal assistance office at: 
Louisiana – 504-678-7785 

South/North Carolina and Georgia at 803-751-1223 
Florida & Puerto Rico at 305-953-0425 

Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi at 404-286-6330 

 

143rd ESC Non-Participants for September 09                                   

143rd ESC Groups                  
Total Number of  
Non-participants 

Total Other Than Honorable  
Discharges for August  

207th RSG 196 18 

321st RSG 24 4 

641st RSG 244 12 

642nd RSG 392 3 

143d HHC 22 3 
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Don’t be That Guy! 
By Gil Rivera 
143rd ESC Alcohol and Drug Coordinator  
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According to Mother’s Against 
Drunk Driving, 1.46 million U.S. driv-
ers were arrested in 2006 for driving 
under the influence of alcohol or nar-
cotics. This is an arrest rate of 1 for 
every 139 licensed drivers in the 
United States.  As a society we have 
become numb to the "Don't Drink and 
Drive" campaigns or "Say No to 
Drugs" efforts. 

In recent years, the Army has 
seen an increase in use of alcohol 
amongst Soldiers, said Chief of Staff 
of the Army George W. Casey Jr. 

"We've been at war for nearly 
eight years," the general said. "That 
has undeniably put a strain on our 
people and our equipment. Unfortu-
nately, in a growing segment of the 
Army's population, we have seen in-
creased stress and anxiety manifest 
itself through high risk behavior, in-
cluding acts of violence, excess use of 
alcohol, drug abuse, and reckless driv-
ing." 

In recent years the Army has 
stepped up efforts to deglamorize 
drinking and increase awareness of 
the damage caused by Binge Drink-
ing.  "That Guy" is a multi-media 
campaign that uses online and offline 
communication with the goal of reduc-
ing excessive drinking among young 
servicemen. The campaign encourages 
young enlisted personnel to reject 

binge drinking and uses humor to 
deliver a serious message and pro-
vides viral tools to help promote the 
message. In addition the That Guy 
website offers the end-user a number 
of options for additional information 
and treatment options.  Visit That-
guy.com. 

Soldiers are often cautioned 
about coming forward for help be-
cause seeking help may carry a 
stigma of "weakness" and because 
being marked as having problems 
with alcohol can be damaging to a 
Soldier's career. The Army is now 
testing a program called The Confi-
dential Alcohol Treatment and Educa-
tion Pilot(CATEP) which is designed 
to allow most Soldiers to seek help 
without damaging their career due to 
delayed promotions or inability to 
reenlist, and to do so without their 
command's knowledge.  U.S. Army 
Reserve Commanders and leaders 
should be on the lookout for post-
mobilization drinking and substance 
abuse issues.  Army Reserve leaders 
should stress that thru the utilization 
of PDHRA screenings, Yellow Ribbon 
events and the extended TRICARE 
coverage soldiers can seek rehabilita-
tive assistance. 

Long-Term Effects of Alcohol 
Over time, long-term alcohol use 

can cause permanent damage to the 

body and the brain, putting drinkers 
at serious risk of many health prob-
lems, including: 

-Physical dependence on alcohol 
-Liver disease, including alco-

holic hepatitis (inflammation of the 
liver) and cirrhosis (scarring of the 
liver)  

-Heart disease, high blood pres-
sure and some forms of stroke 

 -Brain damage -Cancer of the 
head and neck, the digestive tract and 
the breast  

-Pancreatitis (inflammation of 
the pancreas)  

-Mental disorders, including in-
creased aggression, depression and 
anxiety  

-Birth defects in children born to 
women who drink during pregnancy 

 -Sexual problems and decreased 
fertility  

-Bone damage  
-Immune deficiency, causing 

increased susceptibility to certain 
diseases  

If you are a Soldier and are won-
dering if you or someone you know 
has a substance abuse problem, call 
the 143d ADCO, a local installation's 
Substance Abuse Program Office, or 
Military OneSource at 1-800-342-
9647. 

So, who is That Guy? Each night he's on display some-
where, but makes his most frequent appearances on the 
weekends. He's a regular guy, but when he's had a few too 
many drinks, it shows. That Guy loses control, and he may not 
remember it in the morning. That Guy applies to anyone who, 
because of excessive drinking, behaves in a manner that oth-
ers do not want to emulate or be around. In fact, women can 
be That Guy too.  

 
That Guy is a multi-media campaign that uses online and 

offline communication with the goal of reducing excessive 
drinking among young servicemen. The campaign encourages 
young enlisted personnel to reject binge drinking because it 
detracts from the things they care about: family, friends, dat-
ing, sex, money, and reputation. The campaign uses humor to 
deliver a serious message and provides viral tools so you can 
be part of the effort to eradicate That Guy. The campaign is a 
reminder to everyone: Don't Be That Guy! 

 
That Guy is funded by the Department of Defense. 
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U.S. Convoy Ambushed 

Change of Command for the 812th Transportation Battalion 

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Shane Slaughter  
319th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment 
Fort Jackson, S.C.--  Incoming commander Lt. Col. Donald Simpson assumes command 
of the 812 Transportation Battalion from outgoing going Lt. Col. Lawrence Brede during a 
change of command ceremony on Sept. 13. 

    “I am excited and ready to get to work,” said Simpson.  “I see it as a team venture 
where we can accomplish more together.” 

Simpson was assigned to the 1182nd Distribution and Deployment Battalion in 
Charleston, SC. 

  During Brede’s command, more than 400 soldiers have deployed in support of Iraqi 
Freedom.  

“It’s been a great three years,” says Brede. “I’m really going to miss the soldiers.”  
Brede will be going to Denver, Colorado to teach Intermediate Logistics Education.  

(Right Photo– Lt. Col. Donald Simpson takes 812th TC unit flag as he assumes  command.) 

to the helicopter. The Gun Truck 
Three assistant gunner from Osceola, 
Iowa, Cpl. Robert W. Lewis, carried 
Saenz.  

As the helicopter took off, its occupants 
smelt fuel. The enemy's small arms fire 
had caused a leak that forced the helicop-
ter to land nearby, said Wiedel.  

Still taking enemy contact, the PJs 
exited the medevac, created a perimeter 
around the helicopter and laid down sup-
pressive fire. Although wounded, Wiedel 
asked the pilot for a pistol and joined the 
PJs while they waited for another 
medevac. 

Available aircraft at Kandahar Airfield 
deployed to aid the immobile medevac. 
Aircraft such as Kiowa, Apache and Black 
Hawk helicopters constantly circled the 
area above the disabled medevac, targeting 
the enemy, said Da Silva.  

"You could look up into the sky and see 
Kiowa pilots in their [physical training 
uniforms] and their helmet," Wiedel said. 

Meanwhile, at Da Silva's order to not 
leave anyone behind, Gun Truck Two and 
Five escorted cargo trucks through the 
two-mile long kill zone, taking small-arms 
fire the entire time. One PLS first drove 
over an IED, and then was hit by a mortar 
round that ejected the truck commander 
into the air. 

On their third escort trip, Gun Truck 
Two pulled to the right side of the road, so 
the PLS trucks could drive past them and 
up the hill. "The enemy knew our [tactics, 
techniques and procedures]," Da Silva 
said. "They knew what we were going to 
do." When it pulled over, Gun Truck Two 
detonated an IED. Da Silva believes insur-
gents observed the convoy doing this proce-
dure at the same location two days previ-
ously.  

Around a bend in the road, Gun Truck 
Two was cut off from the rest of the con-
voy. A Kiowa helicopter periodically flew 
over the gun truck, dropping hellfire mis-
siles on insurgents that approached the 
stranded vehicle.  

Because of constant gunfire, the Sol-
diers of Gun Truck Two ran out of weapon 
lubricant and improvised by using sham-
poo and lotion out of a hygiene kit to lubri-
cate their .50-caliber machine gun.  

At one point, a PLS truck drove around 
the bend behind them just as a militant 
fired a rocket propelled grenade.  

"They hit the trailer," said Garcia, "But 
the RPG was aimed at us - the disabled 
vehicle."  

After about 90 minutes, Gun Truck 
Seven came around the turn to aid Gun 
Truck Two but stopped 100 meters away, 
since a secondary IED was spotted near 
the disabled gun truck. The Soldiers in 
Gun Truck Two collected sensitive items 
and ran to Gun Truck Seven.  

Gun Truck Five continued to move 
PLS trucks out of the kill zone. Eventually, 
the cargo trucks with their long trailers 
could not fit through the narrow and 
curved road. Too many disabled vehicles 
blocked the way. One by one, Gun Truck 
Five pulled next to each PLS on the con-
tact side, so each driver could dismount 
and unhitch their trailer.  

"[Gun Truck Five] had bullet holes 
everywhere," said Da Silva. "I don't think 
I'll ever see that truck again."  

At the end of the two-mile kill zone, 
the convoy had established a green zone, 
an area to regroup. When the enemy 
started to flank the green zone, an F-18 
Hornet dropped two 500 pound bombs on 
the mountainside.  

"People can say, 'You should have done 
this. You should have done that'," said Da 
Silva. "At the end of the day, when it's all 

said and done, all our Soldiers are alive."  
During the nine-hour battle, insur-

gents fired approximately 14 RPGs along 
with detonating multiple roadside bombs 
and pummeling the convoy with small-
arms fire. Some insurgents used armor-
piercing rounds. Militants fired machine 
guns and assault rifles from nearby homes, 
the tree line or from dug-in positions on 
the mountain ridges. Although the mili-
tants were well-covered, many Soldiers 
recalled the enemy had been close enough 
to see faces.  

After the battle, several Soldiers re-
ported seeing doors in the hillside and 
speculated hollowed areas in the ground 
may have held weapon and ammunition 
caches.  

Five Soldiers were evacuated that day, 
and one Soldier evacuated the following 
day to receive medical attention. So far, 
three of them have received the Purple 
Heart Medal.  

Five MRAPs were disabled, and ten 
PLS trucks had been hit by mortar rounds. 
One RPG hit a PLS, and two RPGs hit at 
the rear of Gun Truck Four, taking out its 
rear tires with shrapnel. Fortunately for 
the convoy, several IEDs never detonated.  

Although they are non-combat arms 
Soldiers, the fuelers of the 286th CSSB 
reacted quickly and successfully battled 
the militants.  

"The way the war is going in Afghani-
stan," said Lewis, "At any time, you have 
to be a 360 degree Soldier."  

Soldiers of the 286th CSSB may be 
more cautious now when they roll out on a 
convoy, but they continue to do their jobs 
and complete their vital mission of deliver-
ing troops throughout Afghanistan with 
equipment and supplies necessary to the 
fight. 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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THE ARMY EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMPLAINT THE ARMY EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMPLAINT 
PROCESSPROCESS--HOW TO COMPLAINHOW TO COMPLAIN

IF
YOU
ARE
THE

VICTIM

IF BEHAVIOR
PERSISTS

IF BEHAVIOR
PERSISTS

FILE A FORMAL WRITTEN COMPLAINT (DA FORM 7279-R) WITH ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING PEOPLE OR AGENCIES.  COMPLAINTS MUST BE FILED WITHIN 60 DAYS
OF INCIDENT - THOSE FILED AFTER MAY BE PURSUED AT COMMANDER’S
DISCRETION

CHAIN 
OF 

COMMAND

EQUAL-
OPPORTUNITY

ADVISOR

INSPECTOR 
GENERAL

HOUSING
REFERRAL

OFFICE

JUDGE
ADVOCATE
GENERAL

MILITARY POLICE
OR CRIMINAL

INVESTIGATOR

CHAPLAIN MEDICAL
AGENCY

MAKE AN INFORMAL
COMPLAINT.  REPORT
INAPPROPRIATE
BEHAVIOR WITHOUT
INITIATING A FULL
INVESTIGATION.  THIS
MAY BE MOST
APPROPRIATE FOR MINOR
INFRACTIONS, WHERE
VICTIM SIMPLY WANTS
BEHAVIOR STOPPED.

COMPLAINTS, EXCEPT THOSE FILED WITH THE IG, MUST BE ACTED UPON IN THREE CALENDAR DAYS.  COMPLAINTS FILED WITH AN
AGENCY AGAINST A MEMBER OF THE CHAIN OF COMMAND WILL BE  REFERRED  TO THE NEXT HIGHER COMMANDER IN THE CHAIN.

THE COMMANDER OR THE INVESTIGATING OFFICER APPOINTED BY THE  COMMANDER HAS 14 CALENDAR DAYS TO INVESTIGATE 
THE ALLEGATIONS AND MEET WITH  THE VICTIM TO DISCUSS THE OUTCOME AND RESULTS.  A 30 -DAY EXTENSION MAY BE 
GRANTED FROM THE NEXT-HIGHER COMMANDER  IF CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE IT.  FURTHER EXTENSIONS CAN BE APPROVED
ONLY BY THE FIRST GENERAL OFFICER IN THE CHAIN OF COMMAND.

THE COMPLAINANT HAS SEVEN CALENDAR DAYS TO APPEAL TO THE NEXT HIGHER COMMANDER IF HE OR SHE IS DISSATISFIED WITH THE
INVESTIGATION RESULTS OR ACTIONS TAKEN.  THAT COMMANDER HAS 14 DAYS TO COMPLETE THE INVESTIGATION.  FINAL DECISIONS ON
COMPLAINTS RESTS WITH THE GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL CONVENING AUTHORITY.

CALL THE EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY HOT LINE
AT YOUR INSTALLATION 
TO CLARIFY WHETHER 

AN INCIDENT OR BEHAVIOR
QUALIFIES AS SEXUAL

HARASSMENT OR DISCRIMINATION

30 DAYS AFTER FINAL DECISION ON THE COMPLAINT AN ASSESSMENT IS CONDUCTED BY THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ADVISOR ON ALL
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY COMPLAINTS (SUBSTANTIATED AND UNSUBSTANTIATED) TO DETERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ANY CORRECTIVE 
ACTIONS TAKEN AND TO DETECT AND DETER ANY INCIDENTS OF REPRISAL. REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION ARE SUBMITTED TO 
COMMANDER ON DA FM 7279-1-R NLT 45 DAYS FOLLOWING FINAL DECISION MADE ON COMPLAINT.

3
DAYS

14
DAYS

7
DAYS

30-45 
DAYS

EO hotline  309-782-2803
DSN- 793-2803

Equal Opportunity (EO) program  
Mission The Equal Opportunity (EO) program formulates, directs, and sustains a comprehensive effort to 
maximize human potential to ensure fair treatment for military personnel, family members, and DA civilians 
without regard to race, color, gender, religion, or national origin, and provide an environment free of unlawful 
discrimination and offensive behavior. 

 

 

LTC Edwin O Hernandez 
SR EO Advisor, 143d ESC 
813-784-0978 cell 
edwin.o.hernanandez@us.army.mil 
 

Stephen B. Turner 
EO Program Manager, 143d ESC 
800-221-9401 ext. 1247 
stephen.turnersr@usar.army.mil 
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